
JvL 12 9,1892 _CORRESPONDENCE. [ THE Iiamtisi 217JULY ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,~~~~~~~~~~j~~~~~MkDIt&L JOt RAI.

CORRESPONDENCE,
LONDON DIPLOMATES AND THE PROPOSED NEW

UNIV'ERSITY.
Sli,-Now that the question of London University Teach-

ing is reopened, is it too late to make some endeavour to pro-
tect the interests of the diplomates of the Royal Colleges of
Physicians and Surgeons ? The claims of London students
to the advantages of university teaching and degrees have
been so often argued, and are now so fully acknowledged, that
to repeat the arguments would be useless. I may point out,
however, that no scheme hitherto brought forward has pro-
vided for the no less urgent claims of the ex-student, who,
having been unable to devote the necessary time for purely
educational subjects, and therefore prohibited from the Lon-
don University, passed the next best examinations that his
metropolis had to offer. By sticking to London for their
whole course, instead of relinquishing it for the smaller
clinical opportunities of the North-like some of their more
astute fellow-students-the London diplomates have done
much to hasten the cry for a London University. They, how-
ever, are the scapegoats, it seems, who must bear the sins of
those leaders of our profession who, by their want of earnest-
ness and exclusiveness, have kept London in a condition-as
concerning university teaching-inferior to that of any other
metropolis in Europe-almost in the world.
Owing to the very want we so much deplore, there is no

bond of union, no cohesion, in thebody of London diplomates.
Our Colleges have, so to speak, cast us off, and we are nobody's
own, tlherefore too isolated to act in union. The failure of the
recently-started Association of London Diplomates may be
doubtless ascribed to this cause. As many holders of the
double qualification are members of the British Medical Asso-
ciation, I would suggest that on our behalf a committee of
that body should represent our present disabilities to the
Royal Commission now sitting, and to the Executive Com-
mittee of theAssociation for Promoting a Professorial U'niver-
sity for London.
No holder of the double qualification would, I apprehend,

object to taking up any extra subject or subjects considered
necessary to place us on a level with the other future gradu-
ates, but that we should be disallowed from entering for ex-
amination without a repetition of the whole course-a down-
right prohibition-would be an act of injustice impossible to
justify, though quite likely to happen amongst the scramble
of "vested interest.""-I am, etc.,
London. A. GREBNWOOD, L.R.C.P.Lond., M.R.C.S.

THE TRANSFORMATION OF SMALL-POX INTO COW-
POX.

Srt,-With reference to Dr. T. W. Hime's interesting paper
on the -'Successful Transformation of Small-pox into Cow-
pox," will you permit me to state that a successful experi-
nent of the same, nature was carried out in April, 1891, by
Surgeon-Major W. G. King, of the Madras Medical Service,
at that time Deputy Sanitary Commissioner and Superinten-
dent of Vaccination. Dr. King's paper is printed at length
in the Transactions of the South Indian Branch, vol. iv, No. 1,
of June, 1891.
Having succeeded in the inoculation of a calf with small-

pox virus, he passed lymph thus obtained through seven
calves in succession, and then tried it on human beings with
such excellent results that he has gradually replaced the
whole of his stock of calf vaccine by the new lymph directly
obtained by the inoculation of a calf with variola.
The Madras Presidency contains a population of about

30,000,000; and, according to Dr. King's paper, the vaccine
department is now using no other lymph than the transmitted
variolous lympph.-I am, etc.,

WV. ROBT. CORNISH,
Cresswvell Gardens, S.W. Surgeon-General.

THE BRITISH INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH.
SIR,-I am desired by the Council of the above Institute to

inform you that they have made arrangements for holding
their annual congress in Dublin on Wednesday, Thursday,
and Friday, August 17th, 18th, and 19th, 1892, under the pre-

sidency of Sir Charles A. Cameron, Medical Officer of Ihealth
to the City of Dublin.

I am further desired by the President and Council to say
that they will feel obliged if you will kindly allow me,
through the medium of your columns, to cordially invite the
medical officers of hiealth of the country and other gentlemen
interested in public health to attend.-I am, etc.,

C. A. JAMES, L.R.C.P., D.P.H.,
King's College, London. Honorary Secretary.

THE REGISTRATION OF MIDWIVES.
SrR,-Dr. Lovell Drage, in the BRITISH MEIDICAL JOURNAL

of July 16th, in a letter commenting presumably on one of
mine in an earlier issue, has fallen into such an extraordinary
series of errors that it is a little difficult to believe they are
entirely accidental. He implies that I am ignorant of the
fact that trained midwives can practise wherever they like,
and he also supposes "that if it were possible for such to
obtain a living, some would have been in practice before
this." Why, Sir, my evidence before the Select Committee
was based on returns received from midwives practising all
over England. I stated this at the time, and handed in a
summary of the returns. I also showed that there was a
very considerable demand for tlhem. As to his supposition
that " it is impossible to make him [myself] understand that
the evils to which he refers are economic in their origin," this
is one of the arguments I myself employed in my evidence,
and I based it, not on theory, but on returns obtained from a
large number of mothers belonging to the class which em-
ploys midwives. I also suggested a scheme of insurance by
which this monetary hindrance to the obtaining of medical
assistance promptly when urgently required should be re-
moved.

If Dr. Lovell Drage could be got to understand that asser-
tion is not proof, and that having no midwives whatever in
his district and consequently having no personal experience
of them is not exactly sufficient to entitle him to circulate
the numerous theoretical suggestions he has given vent to, it
would save both his time and that of those who have to show
the wide differences between theory and practice.-I am, etc.,

Fellows Road, N.W. ROWLAND HIUMPHREYS.

THE CASE OF THE LATE DR. WALTERS,
OF CHELTENHAM.

SIR,-lt seems to me that the case of Dr. C. A. Walters, of
Cheltenham, is one of extreme importance and vitally affects
the interests of all Poor-law medical officers. Are we to
understand that a district medical officer is expected to at-
tend to any summons in his district, whether or not the
applicant bring an order from an official authorised to grant
the same legally? If this is the law we must bow to it, how-
ever bad it may be, but, up to the present, I am of opinion
that all district medical officers have understood the law to
be exactly the reverse of this, and, if this is so, it seems to
me that no time should be lost in ascertaining what the law
really is, and for that purpose a deputation might wait on
the Local Government Board, either at once or directly the
new Parliament meets. As it is almost an every-day occur-
rence, especially in metropolitan districts, to refuse attend-
ance without the necessary order, the matter seems to me
one of special gravity.-I am, etc.,

MAJOR GREENWOOD, M.D.
District Medical Officer, Parish of St. Leonard, Shoreditch.

NAVAL AND MILITARY MEDICAL SERVICES.
ARMY MEDICAL STAFF: EXCHANGE.

The charge for inserting notices respecting Exchanges in the Army Mledical De-
partment is 38. 6d., which should be forwarded in stamps .or post-office orders
with the notice. The first post on Thursday mornings is the latest by which
advertisements can be received.

SURGEON-CAPrAIN, at home on leave fronm a good station in Bengal,
wishes to exchange with an officer who has been about a year at home.
Advertiser has nearly completed four years of his Indian tour. Address
"Nerbudda," BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL Office, 429, Strand, W.C.

THE NAVY.
SURGEON JAMES M. FRANCE has been appointed to the Barrosa, July 21st.
Mr. CHARLES EDWARD GRAY, late Surgeon Royal Navy, and Physician


